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Following site assessments and 
consultation, Reef Ecologic are 
proposing to conduct coral 
gardening to assist reef recovery in 
two locations – Manta Ray Bay and 
Blue Pearl Bay. Site assessments 
revealed a number of local sites 
with sufficient coral cover and 
diversity of species to provide 
donor coral for the proposed 
restoration activities  

The reef restoration plan for the 
Whitsundays involves using two 
methods of coral nurseries.  

Extensive community involvement 
is planned for their establishment 
and on-going monitoring and 
maintenance.   
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Consultation continues  
 A key component of this project is for the community and key 

stakeholders to be involved and empowered. Throughout the 

month of June we have continued our extensive consultations 

with key stakeholders throughout the region by phone, email, 

conference calls and face-to-face meetings. We have 

participated in over 100 consultation activities involving over 

200 people so far. We had some very open and productive 

discussions at community consultation forums at the QPWS 

boardroom on the evenings of 13th and 14th of June. We 

discussed plans and proposals for the public art installations 

and reef restoration activities.  Reef Ecologic are planning on 

monthly visits to the Whitsundays throughout the duration of 

the project and welcome the opportunity to discuss any 

elements of the project with interested parties. 

 

Bowen Underwater Assessment 
During June we 

completed an 

underwater 

habitat 

assessment at 

Horseshoe Bay, 

Bowen and were 

pleasantly 

surprised. On a 

calm, clear day we assessed coral cover at an average of 33% 

(compared with an average of 15% around Hook, Hayman and 

the Whitsunday Islands) with substantially higher diversity of 

species. Coral colonies appeared to be small, surviving recruits 

recovering from the effects of Cyclone Debbie. The fish 

community was also promising with a healthy mix of 

herbivores and predators. It would appear that Horseshoe Bay, despite its east facing aspect, did not suffer 

as greatly as other locations in the region.  
 

Public Art Installations 
Marine public art is well known and admired in the Whitsundays region. There are several dugong 

sculptures near the lagoon in Airlie, and the mermaids at Daydream Island were popular. Underwater art 

installations are increasingly being considered as a strategy for increasing public engagement and 

awareness around coral reefs and the challenges they face, and for complementing the range of tourism 

opportunities provided by natural features.  

This communique is prepared at the end of each month to provide key stakeholders with information relating to the ‘Reef 
recovery to improve Whitsundays tourism’ project progress, consultation and activities. 

Figure 1: Image from underwater assessment at 
Horseshoe Bay, Bowen. 



 

 

We are proposing a two stage approach to public art in 

the Whitsundays \ Bowen region. The first stage is a ‘test 

of concept’ where we will temporarily install up to four 

pieces of existing artwork at Langford Island and 

research how they integrate with the natural 

environment, and what visitor perceptions are of the 

artwork. The research will assist in determining whether 

locals and tourists prefer large or small sculptures, 

marine species and if the preferred location of art 

installations is on the beach, intertidal or underwater. It 

is proposed that the temporary art exhibition \ research 

will be installed by August in time for the Whitsundays 

Reef Festival. 

The second stage is a ‘Call to artists’ to seek ideas and 

provide funding for new public art to help the reef and the tourism industry. More details on the 

application process is below and available online. 

Upcoming activities  

In July, Reef Ecologic will submit research permit applications for the short-term public art installation reef 
restoration activities planned as part of this project. We will extend our ‘call to artists’ for artistic ideas to 
be contracted as part of the project components.  

   

Proposed activities and milestones in July 
3 July – Local Marine Advisory Committee Meeting (Airlie Beach) 
29 June – 10 August– Call to artists  
8 July - Permit application to GBRMPA for reef restoration 
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Figure 2: Local Artist Adriaan Vanderlugt and Reef 
Ecologic art advisor, Jo Stacey discussing public art 
installations such as this Nudibrach for the Whitsundays 

http://www.reefecologic.org/

